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CONFIDENTIAL BERLIN 0484 

E. O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PGOV, WB, UR, YO 

SUBJECT: DETENTION OF SOVIET AND YUGOSLAV EMBASSY WIVES FOR 
SHOPLIFTING 

1. MISSION WAS INFORMED AT 1400 MARCH 19 BY BERLIN 
POLICE THAT THEY WERE DETAINING WIFE OF SOVIET MILITARY 
ATTACHE IN EAST BERLIN, MRS. VINOGRADOV, AND ANOTHER 
WOMAN. WHO AT THAT POINT HAD BEEN IDENTIFIED BY MRS. 
VINOGRADOV ONLY AS YUGOSLAV CITIZEN. EACH WAS ACCUSED 
OF TAKING TWO SYNTHETIC PEARL NECKLACES FROM DEPARTMENT 
STORE. SECOND WOMAN, WHO LATER IDENTIFIED HERSELF AS 
WIFE OF YUGOSLAV MILITARY ATTACHE IN EAST BERLIN, 

VASILJEVIC, ALSO HAD CURTAIN MATERIAL AND SWEATER IN 

HER POSSESSION WITHOUT RECEIPTS. MRS. VINOGRADOV 
EVENTUALLY PRODUCED RECEIPT FOR ONE OF HER TWO NECKLACES. 

2. MISSION PROTOCOL OFFICER AND PUBLIC SAFETY ADVISER 
WENT TO NEUKOELLN POLICE STATION, WHERE WOMEN WERE BEING 
HELD, AND MISSION ADVISED SOVIET EMBASSY AND YUGOSLAV 
MILITARY MISSION OF THEIR DETENTION. WHEN SOVIET EMBASSY 
PROTOCOL OFFICER AND CONSUL ARRIVED AT 1715, THEY WERE 
PROVIDED WITH SUMMARY OF CHARGES AND MRS. VINOGRADOV WAS 
RELEASED IN FORMER' S CUSTODY. BOTH SOVIETS WERE APOLOGETIC 
CONFIDENTIAL 



CONFIDENTIAL 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



PAGE 02 BERLIN 00484 201507 Z 

FOR INCONVENIENCE CAUSED US. THEY SAID CASE WAS A BIT 
TOO " HOT" FOR THEIR LEVEL AND MRS. VINOGRADOV WOULD BE 
DELIVERED TO SOVIET DCM IN EAST BERLIN. YUGOSLAV MILITARY 
MISSION WAS UNABLE TO SEND OFFICER TO STATION AND MRS. 
VASILJEVIC WAS RELEASED AT 1745 IN HUSBAND' S CUSTORDY. 

HE WAS ALSO GIVEN SUMMARY OF CHARGES. 

3. SPRINGER PRESS PICKED UP STORY SHORTLY AFTER ARREST 
( EVEN BEFORE ACOUNT HAD GONE OUT OVER POLICE TELEX) AND 
STORIES APPEARED IN SOME MORNING PAPERS. WE HAVE BEEN 
RESPONDING " NO COMMENT" TO PRESS. IN RESPONSE TO MARCH 20 
TELEPHONE INQUIRY FROM YUGOSLAV MILITARY MISSION, WE SAID 
MRS. VASILJEVIC HAD BEEN RELEASED AS COURTESY AND DECSION 
WHETHER TO RESPOND TO CHARGES WAS UP TO YUGOSLAVS. KLEIN 
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